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DSANV Policy for Obtaining Conference Scholarship Funding

Purpose:  

The Conference Scholarship Fund of the Down Syndrome Association of Northern Virginia is designed to assist members who wish to attend conferences that benefit the Down syndrome population.  All conferences must contain subject matters that would be informative and useful to both the organization and the individual or family.

Eligibility:

Scholarships are available to members of the Down Syndrome Association of Northern Virginia (excluding members of the Board of Directors) and adult individuals with Down syndrome from Northern Virginia.  Northern Virginia is defined by DSANV as Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, Prince William, Stafford and Fauquier Counties and the Cities of Fairfax, Alexandria, Falls Church, Manassas City and Manassas Park.  
Scholarships include:

· NDSC/NDSS amount awarded is decided yearly due to location of conference.

· ”Other Scholarships” has a maximum amount awarded of $500 per applicant until the yearly budget is depleted.
Interested persons must complete a DSANV Conference Scholarship Application Form and return the application to the Education and Awareness Committee.  Applications must be received via e-mail or postmarked by the appropriate deadline.  Scholarships are limited to one per family per fiscal year (October 1-September 30).  All applicants must provide a medical diagnosis of Down syndrome for themselves or their immediate family member in order to be considered. The scholarship recipients will be required to share information concerning their experience by a choice of one or more of the following four service options prior to reimbursement:

· Write an article for our newsletter

· Write a testimonial

· Join and participate in a DSANV Committee

· Run an Information Meeting 
Reimbursable Expenses:
Funds may be used for:

· Conference registration

· Travel expenses for Multi-Day Conference over 100 miles from applicant’s home

· Airfare

· Lodging
· Rental Car or Mileage at the prevailing IRS standard rate
· Parking

· Meals (Not to exceed $65 per day)  
All funds will be distributed on a reimbursement basis.  Evidence of expenses (receipts) and attendance document must be submitted prior to funds being distributed.  Receipts must be received 30 days after the end of the conference in order for reimbursement to be made.  Individuals shall make all arrangements relating to all travel and registration costs themselves.  Maximum funding is subject to type of scholarship applied for.

Selection Criteria:
Approval will be based on eligibility guidelines and reasons for wanting to attend the conference.  The decision will be made by designees of DSANV’s Board of Directors thirty (30) days after the designated deadline or receipt of application.  

Waiver Clause:  These rules shall be interpreted in a flexible manner to accomplish the purpose of this fund.  Any rule or rules may be waived by the Board of Directors of the Down Syndrome Association of Northern Virginia.

